INFORMATION ITEM

LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION
EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

FOR MEETING OF: MAY 6, 2013 9

Proposal

Administrative Approval of a Contractual Service Agreement: Ramona Municipal Water
District / United States Forest Service (Ref. No.:OAS12-13)

Proponent
Ramona Municipal Water District (MWD)

Description/Justification

The Ramona MWD has submitted a resolution requesting approval to enter into a
contractual service agreement to extend water service beyond its service boundary and
sphere of influence to an approximate 1.0-acre area within the Cleveland National Forest.
The subject territory serves as the trailnead for the San Diego River Gorge Trail. The water
service is intended for the drinking and sanitation use of hikers and other recreational users
of the Cleveland National Forest.

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CALFIRE) have provided
information documenting the high number of service calls to the subject territory for heat
related incidents and injuries. CALFIRE recommends the extension of water service to the
trailnead in response to the health and safety concerns for hikers and other recreational
users. The Ramona MWD has agreed to engage in a contractual service agreement with
the United States Forest Service (USFS) to extend water service to the trailhead. The MWD
has existing water infrastructure adjacent to the site and the USFS will be responsible for
the construction costs of the approximate 150" extension to the trailhead facilities.

The subject territory is part of a larger parcel (Assessor Parcel Number 288-100-03)
located within the Cleveland National Forest. As this property is designated as public
parkland and no development or additional extension of water service is anticipated, the
subject territory will remain outside of the Ramona MWD service area and sphere following
the execution of a contractual service agreement.

Government Code Section 56133 allows LAFCO to authorize a city or district to extend
services outside its jurisdictional boundaries to respond to an existing or impending threat
to the public health and safety of the residents of the affected territory. In consideration of
the health and safety issue, the Executive Officer administratively approved a contractual
service agreement between the Ramona MWD and the USFS on March 22, 2013.



General Plan/Zoning

County of San Diego General Plan: Public Agency Lands
County of San Diego zoning: S80 (Open space)

Location

North of I-8; east of SR-67; south of SR-78; and west of SR-79 (Thomas Bros. Page
1174/B5).

Executive Officer Recommendation

No Commission action is recommended. This item has been placed on the agenda for
informational purposes.

Attachments
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RAMONA MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT
In cooperation with the
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY
And FIRE PROTECTION

105 Earlham Street Telephones:
Ramona, California 92065-1599

1-760-788-2244

TO: Ramona Municipal Water District Board of Directors
From: Saul Villagomez, Battalion Chief
Re: San Diego River Gorge Trailhead

Date: November 7, 2012

The San Diego River Gorge Trailhead which is located at the end of Thornbush Road in Ramona Ca. has
become the popular hiking area in the region. However the approximately five-mile round trip trail, which leads
to Cedar Creek Falls and the 3 Sisters area, has the highest amount of rescues in the San Diego County

Sheriff’s jurisdiction, including:

1) 32 rescues in the area of Cedar Creek Falls in 2011
~ 2) 23 rescues from January to August 2012

The Ramona Municipal Water District/Ramona Fire.Department has responded to several heat related
incidents in the area. Of those calls to the Ramona Fire Department in 2012, 67% were for heat related

injuries.

Cedar Creek Falls, the San Diego River Gorge Trail and adjacent areas were closed on July 9, 2011, due to
public safety concerns, although the trail is still accessible from Eagle Peak Road in the Julian Area. To help
address these concerns, the U.S. Forest Service recently made improvements including improvements to allow
for water service for drinking water. The U.S. Forest Service anticipates opening the Trailhead in early 2013.

The providing of water at the Trailhead may help reduce some heat related issues. -

Saul Villagomez
Battalion Chief, CAL FIRE San Diego Unit
Fire Marshal, Ramona Fire Prevention Bureau
Also serving San Diego County Fire Authority

. saul.villagomez@fire.ca.qov .

' 760-788-2244 office
760-877-9144 cell

cc: Randy Scales
Burke Kremensky
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