
 
November 4, 2013 (Continued from October 7, 2013) 
 
 
TO:  Local Agency Formation Commission 
 
FROM: Executive Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Draft 2013 LAFCO Procedures Guide   
 
The Draft 2013 LAFCO Procedures Guide was originally scheduled for 
review and adoption at the October 7, 2013 LAFCO meeting.  As a result 
of the cancelation of the October 7th meeting, commissioners were asked 
to retain the procedures guide and bring it with them to the continued 
meeting on November 4th. The publication may also be viewed and 
downloaded from the San Diego LAFCO’s website: 
http://sdlafco.org/document/2013%20DRAFT%20LAFCO%20procedures
%20guide.pdf. 
 
The procedures guide is used by LAFCO staff, city and special district 
staff, and consultants in San Diego County and throughout California. 
The publication contains simplified explanations and procedures for 
processing all types of jurisdictional changes – city annexations and 
detachments, city incorporations and consolidation, plus district 
formations, consolidations, dissolutions, mergers, and subsidiary 
districts, as well as annexations, detachments, latent powers, and 
service divestiture. There is also a very useful discussion in the 
publication about spheres of influence, municipal service reviews, 
LAFCO initiated proposals, service contracts, property tax exchanges, 
and environmental review. Besides the sections summarized above, the 
2013 edition contains a number of new sections dealing with statutory 
and local regulatory changes. Major statutory changes covered in the 
publication pertain to unincorporated disadvantaged communities, 
protest procedures, and principal acts. Other new sections deal with the 
San Diego LAFCO’s jurisdictional consultation and water availability 
policies/guidelines.   
 
The draft publication has been reviewed by the Special Districts Advisory 
Committee and an ad hoc group of about 20 LAFCO professionals and 
attorneys throughout the State. An extensive review process was used 
due to the scope of the updates. Upon the Commission’s acceptance 
and adoption of the new procedures guide, a table of contents, index, 
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and forward will be added, along with a laminated and bound cover.  A sale price for the 
new publication has not been set yet, but it will recover LAFCO’s printing and binding 
costs. The draft publication has been posted on the San Diego LAFCO’s website for 
several months and public comments have been integrated into the final version 
considered by the Commission. Therefore, it is: 
 
RECOMMENDED:  That your Commission 
 
Review, provide comments, and adopt the Draft 2013 LAFCO Procedures Guide 
pursuant to Government Code Section 56300. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MICHAEL D. OTT 
Executive Officer 
 
MDO:trl 
 
Attachment  
 
Draft 2013 LAFCO Procedures Guide (located on the website)    



 
 
 

SAN  DIEGO  LOCAL  AGENCY  FORMATION  COMMISSION 
NOVEMBER 4, 2013 

 
 

AGENDA  ITEM  NO. 12 
 
 
 

DRAFT LAFCO 2013 PROCEDURES GUIDE 
UPDATE 

 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTED TO COMMISSION UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
 

(NOTE: The LAFCO 2013 Procedures Guide was previously distributed in the October 7th 

LAFCO meeting agenda. The publication is available to download from LAFCO’s website: 
http://sdlafco.org/document/2013%20DRAFT%20LAFCO%20procedures%20guide.pdf) 
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