






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Mike Ott

LAFCO

9335 Hazard Way, Suite 200

San Diego, CA 92123

To whom it may concern,

The Fallbrook Public Utilities District (FPUD) is attempting a hostile takeover of the Rainbow Municipal

Water District (RMWD). As a rate payer and resident of the Rainbow District, I feel decisions involving our

water rates and availability should be made by local residents, not residents of another community.

Rainbow tried to cooperate with FPUD on combining the two agencies, but this effort was unsuccessful for

three reasons:

• Governance- FPUD insisted on "at-large" election of district representatives, a system that would

have disenfranchised Rainbow voters and could hurt agricultural and residential users in the

Rainbow District.

• Finances- FPUD has accumulated considerably more debt than RMWD, meaning Rainbow rate

payers would end up subsidizing repayment of FPUD debt.

• Overly optimistic cost savings projections - Most administrative savings have already been

accomplished through staff attrition. Both districts acknowledge there is little prospect for additional

significant savings.

Under a combined agency our water rates will not be lowered and as an RMWD ratepayer I will be forced

to subsidize FPUD's more generous employee benefits program.

Make no mistake this is an attempted hostile takeover of RMWD by FPUD, and is most definitely not in the

best interest of myself or Rainbow residents.

RECEIVED

SEP 29 2014

SAN DIEGO LAFCO
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Mike Ott

LAFCO
9335 Hazard Way, Suite 200

San Diego, CA 92123

To whom it may concern,

The Fallbrook Public Utilities District (FPUD) is attempting a hostile takeover of the Rainbow Municipal

Water District (RMWD). As a rate payer and resident of the Rainbow District, I feel decisions involving our
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VALLEY CENTER
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

A Public Agency Organ ized July 12, 1954

August 18,2014

Board of Directors
Gary A. Broomell

President
Robert A. Pol ito
Vice President

Merle J. Aleshire
Director

Charles W. Stone, Jr.
Director

Randy D. Haskell
Director

Mr. George McManigle, President
Rainbow Municipal Water District
P.O. Box 2500
Fallbrook, CA 92088-2500

RE: Your Request Concerning the Pending LAFCO Petition

Dear Mr. McManigle;

RECEIVED

AUG22 2014

SAN DIEGO LAFCO

At the regular meeting of Monday, August 18, 2014, our Board considered your request to
express our opposition to Fallbrook Public Utility District's petition to the Local Agency
Formation Commission concerning the dissolution of the Rainbow MWD. After review of your
correspondence, our Board arrived at the following position:

We feel it is unfortunate that two water agencies are involved in this type of jurisdictional
conflict, especially so at a time when all members of the California and greater San Diego
water community should be focused on dealing with the dire water supply situation gripping
our state, region and communities. However, your request was brought to us and we need to
respond.

After careful consideration, our response is that given the history of this issue we feel it may
be best at this point to let the LAFCO process move forward. If the issues of local control and
representation are important to the Rainbow residents, ratepayers, and iandowners, then
they will have the opportunity to participate, mount a protest, and with an election and
outcome favorable to Rainbow MWD, stop the process.

In any respect, it would be unusual for -VCMWD to enter into a dispute between two
neighboring retail water districts; both of which we have had close and long-term working
relationships.

Sincerely;

~ .i.~~1
Ga":fi,... Broomell
President

cc: Brian Brady, FPUD
Michael Ott, SD LAFCO

29300 Valley Center Road • PO. Box 67 • Valley Center, CA 92082

(760) 735-4500 • FAX (760) 749-6478 • TOO (760) 749-2665 • www.valleycenterwater.org • e-mail vcwater@valleycenterwater.org

http://www.valleycenterwater.org
mailto:vcwater@valleycenterwater.org


VALLEY CENTER MUNICIPAL
WATER DISTRICT
PO. Box 67
Valley Center, CA 92082-0067

Michael Ott, Executive Officer
LAFCO
9335 Hazard Way, Suite 200
San Diego, CA 92123
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From: Ramon <zuniga1784@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 06, 2014 9:44 PM
To: Ott, Mike
Cc: verocute@hotmail.com
Subject: Letter

 
>  
> To whom it may concern; 
>  
> I am a Fallbrook Public Utility District ratepayer I live at 1039 Kiel Road Fallbrook California 92028. 
>  
> I do not agree with Fallbrook PUD trying to take over Rainbow Municipal Water District. As a rate payer of municipal 
public services, I believe this is a ratepayer and voter decision not the Fallbrook PUD Board or LAFCO. 
 
> Fallbrook Public Utility District has not shown the public any positive feedback on how they take care of the ongoing 
debt or what has been paid to date on a quarterly newsletter or public outreach. 
>  
> As a ratepayer and an avid Latino affiliated voice of the local Hispanic/latino residents at Alturas apartments, south 
vine street apartments & St. Peter's community  church there has been no outreach or support by FPUD Public Relations 
or the FPUD Board to the Hispanic race or any other ethnicity in our Fallbrook community.  
>  
> I do not agree with the FPUD application costing FPUD ratepayers over $60,000.00  to LAFCO without public ratepayer 
approval or notification. 
 
> No announcements and or newsletters notifying ratepayers of such cost we ratepayers need to know. 
>  
> Mr Ott and LAFCO you do not live in Fallbrook and you do not pay your water bills at Fallbrook Public Utility District 
.Therefore you do not see what we ratepayers see nothing but increases and OUTSTANDING DEBT at this small FPUD 
district. 
 
> Until FPUD fixes it's internal problems first and old aging infrastructure, Asphalt drinking water reservoir at red 
mountain in health department violations and outrageous debt finances. FPUD needs to regain public trust. 
 
> NO ON MERGER..!!  STAY SEPARATE... 
 
 This sounds like a hostile takeover not very professional..We ratepayers see this     as a weak desperate move by a local 
water district such as FPUD. 
 
Thank you; 
>  
> Sincerely : Concerned FPUD ratepayer wife. 
>  
>  
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From: leslie gambini <lgambini@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Wednesday, August 06, 2014 3:45 PM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Fallbrook Public Utility District hostile takeover of Rainbow Water

Dear Mr. Ott, 
My husband, Michael Kelley and I oppose the hostile takeover of our water district--Rainbow Water. 
Our rates are already quite high and FPUD rates would be even higher because they are not known 
for managing their own finances well. This takeover would cause severe hardship to us and other 
Fallbrook residents and would no doubt end up changing the very nature of this community.  We urge 
you to act to preserve our local control over our water district and rates. 
Leslie Gambini 
Michael B. Kelley 
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From: Ken McMahen <kpmac52000@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 06, 2014 2:36 PM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: RMWD LAFCO

To whom it may concern, 
 
I am a current Rainbow Water customer and have been for over 16 years.  It has been quite a few 
years since I have complained (with no comments from RMWD) that our bills are no where near fair 
due to the flat fees.  I first discovered this when I stopped watering my back yard and when my kids 
went to college.  My water bill did not go down!  After further looking I discovered that the flat fees are 
not based on water usage and at the time it would cost me about $80 a month even if I used no water 
at all.  Now days, the fees are at least $125 a month.  Does it really make since for the actual water to 
cost me about $25-30 a month but my bill is $156!!  Literally, if I shutdown all of my water completely 
and go away for a month I will still pay about $125 for that month.  Where is the incentive for saving 
water?  Drought and global warming only go so far.  Break down of my last bill (figures rounded): 
 
Oper & Maint - $35 
MWD/SDCWA fixed fees - $30 
Sewer fixed fee - $63 
Water itself - $27 
To boot, my water usage is almost always below allocation. Year to date I'm 11 units below allotted, 
about 8000 gallons! 
 
My point in all of this; if it means that we get fair overall monthly water/sewer/fixed fees bill that is 
actually is based on our water usage then I am all for the take over of RMWD by FPUD. 
 
Thank you, 
Ken McMahen 
4849 Lake Shore Place 
Fallbrook, CA 92028 
760-451-6424 
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From: Nancy Lea Speer <dialysisrecruitment@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 06, 2014 11:56 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Proposed Takeover by Fallbrook Public Utility District

 As a relatively new resident of Fallbrook/Rainbow, I object to the proposed takeover. I 
think locally and act globally and want nothing to do with having my water controlled by San 
Diego County!  
 
My niece is on welfare and has been horribly treated by San Diego County after having been 
well-treated by Riverside County. 
 
I am of the opinion that most government, judicial, legislative, administrative, educational, 
utility, healthcare and other operations are systemically broken and/or corrupt. They no longer 
serve those they were created to serve: the common woman and man! 
 
Please do not go forward with San Diego County's proposed takeover of Rainbow MWD... 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Nancy Lea Speer 
760 529 3339 
1468 Rainbow Crest Road 
Fallbrook, CA 92028 
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From: wendieqb@hotmail.com
Sent: Tuesday, August 05, 2014 2:29 PM
To: Ott, Mike

We are opposes the hostile takeover of our water district (rmwd) by FPUD. 
Thank you, 
L&W Avos' s 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone 
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From: Dawn Washburn <dwashburn@rainbowmwd.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 05, 2014 8:02 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Fwd: rainbow water district takeover by fallbrook

Mike: 
 
I'm not sure if the comment below was forwarded to you already or not so sending it again just in case.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Dawn Washburn 
Executive Assistant 
Rainbow Municipal Water District 
3707 Old Highway 395 
Fallbrook, CA 92028 
(760) 728-1178 Ext. 129 

------- 

  

From: bvanp@netzero.net [mailto:bvanp@netzero.net]  
Sent: Sunday, July 27, 2014 11:01 PM 
To: dennissanford@hotmail.com 
Subject: rainbow water district takeover by fallbrook 

  

Hi Dennis, I as an agricultural rate payer of rainbow water district for the past 27 years am very concerned 
about this attempt of a takeover by Fallbrook public utilities as Its not quite clear why this would be beneficial 
to our needs. The rainbow water district would appear to me that under the challenging times we have faced 
over the years has managed their responsibilities very well. I am concerned that the Fallbrook public utilities 
interests might be more out of greed rather than the best interest to our community. Please keep me informed 
and let me know what I can do to help. thank you, Bill Van Paepeghem 760 728 4989 

 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
The #1 Worst Carb Ever? 
Click to Learn #1 Carb that Kills Your Blood Sugar (Don't Eat This!) 
FixYourBloodSugar.com 

 
 
 
 
-  
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From: Jerry Brown <jbbrownrealestate@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 04, 2014 2:48 PM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: RMWD takeover

LAFCO Executive Director 
 
Dear Mr. Ott 
 
I am  writing to you to express my displeasure regarding the proposed FPUD takeover of RMWD. I have lived 
in the RMWD area before there was a RMWD. We moved to  
Rainbow in 1945. We had to haul water up the heights in our 1929 Chevy flat bed truck. Later all the people put 
up certain amounts of money to construct a water line. It was difficult to build because of the rocks and difficult 
to maintain. We were happy when RMWD was formed. I don't remember FPUD stepping up to the plate to 
help. I think that the only reason FPUD wants RMWD is somehow it is going to help FPUD financially. A good 
move for FPUD, but not good for RMWD and it's customers. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jerry Brown 
6395 Rainbow Heights Road 
Raimbow, CA 92028 
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From: linda nguyen <nguyenlinda696@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 04, 2014 12:32 PM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: FPUD takeover of RMWD

Dear Mr. Ott, 
  
As a Rainbow Municipal Water District water customer I am opposed to the dissolution of RMWD.  I do not 
wish to become an FPUD customer. 
  
My name is Linda Nguyen 
Address:  696 Puerta de Lomas, Fallbrook, CA 92028. 
  
email: nguyenlinda696@gamil.com 
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From: Chuck Leatherbury <chuck.leatherbury@lc-us.com>
Sent: Monday, August 04, 2014 11:54 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Protect Rainbow's Water District

We are owners of a 212 acre farm in Fallbrook, on Gird Road near the Fallbrook Country Club.  It has been in our family 
since 1958.  We strongly oppose the efforts of the Fallbrook Public Utility District’s hostile takeover of the Rainbow 
Water District.  Rainbow Water should remain a separate entity that represents the people it serves.   
 
The area represented by the FPUD has different characteristics, interests, and intentions.  It would be a mistake to force 
the combination of both water districts and potentially harm our family. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Chuck & Ann Leatherbury 
 
Chuck Leatherbury 
Lowell Ranch - 3318 Gird Road, Fallbrook, CA  92028 
C  310 779 7092  |  F  310.541.9930  |  Chuck.Leatherbury@LC-US.com 
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From: Barbara Zink <nomocactus7@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 04, 2014 11:26 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Rainbow Water

Many of us who are Rainbow customers are agricultural customers.  RMWD  knows how to serve the needs of 
its agricultural customers, runs a tight ship, and knows how to keep costs down. I propose that RMWD take 
over FPUD rather than visa versa.   
--  
Barbara Zink 
30343 Calle La Reina 
Bonsall, CA 92003 
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From: Dnielle Dorsey <danielledorsey@roadrunner.com>
Sent: Monday, August 04, 2014 10:05 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Rainbow Water District

Dear Mr. Ott, 
 
I am writing to inform you that I, as a consumer of Rainbow Water, strongly oppose the hostile takeover attempt by 
FPUD.  I have always been pleased with the service and pricing provided to me by Rainbow Water. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Danielle Dorsey 
2737 Sumac Rd. 
Fallbrook, CA 92028 
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From: Mary Willis <mpwill@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 04, 2014 9:38 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Rainbow Water District

Mr. Ott, 
 
I am a Rainbow Water District Customer. I am writing to tell you that I oppose the hostile takeover of our water 
district by FPUD. In the last 12 years I have paid special additional rates in order to replace outdated equipment 
in our district. I do not want to see the financial position that Rainbow currently enjoys devastated and 
eventually adversely impacted myself and other who live here. 
 
Thank you 
Mary Willis 
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From: John K. Haskett <jhaskett@tahoejohn.com>
Sent: Monday, August 04, 2014 9:36 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Hostile takeover of Rainbow MWD

Hello Mr. Ott, 
 
I am an owner of several avocado and citrus groves served by RMWD.  I pay between $30,000 and $50,000 monthly for 
water.  I employ many and am politically active. 
 
I am opposed to the takeover of RMWD by Fallbrook for what I see as a power grab with no benefits of consolidation or 
efficiencies.  Both parties have admitted there will be no reduction in water costs to consumers.  However, Fallbrook 
Water has consistently shown a bias towards residential service at the direct cost and detriment to 
agriculture.  Rainbow, on the other hand, has approached with balance the need for both residential service and the 
continued significance of agriculture in North San Diego County. 
 
I implore you to examine with skepticism any claim of efficiencies gleaned by this proposed takeover.  I believe that my 
farms, livelihood, and employees will suffer as a result of the proposed takeover.  Indirectly, so will consumers of our 
produce. 
 
Please consider the gravity and significance of your decisions.  I am at your disposal if I may clarify any of my 
perspectives and you may reach me directly. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
John Haskett 
Lucky Charm Farms Inc. 
31599 Calle de Talar 
Bonsall, CA  92003 
775.560.9550 
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From: Dawn Washburn <dwashburn@rainbowmwd.com>
Sent: Monday, August 04, 2014 7:20 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Fwd: LAFCO letter and misc
Attachments: LAFCO letter.doc

Mike, 
 
I'm not sure if you received the attached letter; thus, I'm forwarding it just in case. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Dawn Washburn 
Executive Assistant 
Rainbow Municipal Water District 
3707 Old Highway 395 
Fallbrook, CA 92028 
(760) 728-1178 Ext. 129 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: tim oleary <olearycastle@yahoo.com> 
Date: Fri, Aug 1, 2014 at 2:20 PM 
Subject: LAFCO letter and misc 
To: Dawn Washburn <dwashburn@rainbowmwd.com> 
 

Hi Dawn, 
      Attached please find my LAFCO letter.  
 
--  
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From: Dawn Washburn <dwashburn@rainbowmwd.com>
Sent: Monday, August 04, 2014 7:09 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Re: Emails Received

Hi, Mike. 
 
Were there attachments to this email?  If so, I could not open.   
 
Dawn Washburn 
Executive Assistant 
Rainbow Municipal Water District 
3707 Old Highway 395 
Fallbrook, CA 92028 
(760) 728-1178 Ext. 129 
 

On Fri, Aug 1, 2014 at 8:22 AM, Ott, Mike <Mike.Ott@sdcounty.ca.gov> wrote: 

Thanks Dawn. -- Mike 

 
 
 
 
--  
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From: Dawn Washburn <dwashburn@rainbowmwd.com>
To: Ott, Mike
Sent: Monday, August 04, 2014 7:07 AM
Subject: Read: Emails Received

Your message  
 
   To:  
   Subject: Read: Emails Received 
   Sent: Monday, August 04, 2014 7:07:17 AM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada) 
 
 was read on Monday, August 04, 2014 7:07:14 AM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 
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From: Yewcats <yewcats@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Saturday, August 02, 2014 3:20 PM
To: Ott, Mike
Cc: z1studios@sbcglobal.net
Subject: DO THE RIGHT THING

Dear Mike Ott and LAFCO, 
 
How would you like to have a spend crazy neighbor who has gotten in debt and then decided to force you to be 
his partner in paying off the debt.  You have been financially prudent and should not be burdened with their 
lack of responsibility.  Not fair you would say.  That is how those of us who are serviced by the Rainbow 
Municipal Water District feel about the Fallbrook Public Utility District trying to force a take over of our water 
supply.  It is not fair!  It is wrong.  Why should they be rewarded for their irresponsibility and we are punished 
for our good managing?  Please tell Fallbrook Public Utility District to leave us alone and take care of the of 
their own problems.   
 
Thank you, 
Marie Yewusiak 
PO Box 126 
Bonsall, CA 92003 
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From: Magdalene Adams <bonsallresident@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 02, 2014 2:53 PM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Protect our RMWD from hostile takeover

Dear Sir: 
 
 
 Please do not allow this takeover of RMWD by FPUD. It is just not right! Fallbrook Public utilities has a very 
poor record of managing their funds. They have been careless with their finances and now see an opportunity to 
confiscate and tap onto our funds that we have been able to budget properly; claiming they can handle things 
better. Better? Just look at their $40 million in debt! 
 
 RMWD is a close knit community that works well for all and we want  to make our own decisions on water 
usage and finances. We live here and want what's best for our local needs. Outsiders do not understand the 
issues and challenges that we face, hence we are a number in an assembly line to them... with good finances. It 
would only be a matter of time before our rates would substantially increase if they took control. All due to their 
lack of skills in handling their own budget. We've been able to save and have earned the right to maintain that. 
 
Why would you even consider such a thing anyway? Is it not obvious the mishandling of their finances to you? 
What's FPUD real intention? What's yours? 
 
Thanks for your consideration. And please let your conscious be your guide here. 
 
Maggie Adams 
Bonsall resident 
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From: DH COLIN <dhcolin@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 02, 2014 12:41 PM
To: Ott, Mike
Cc: MJ COLIN; dwashburn@rainbowmwd.com; Ed Pigeon
Subject: STOP FPUD now

 
Sir, 
 
Our RMWD is solvent and running efficiently. It is not in the best interest of our community 
to have FPUD use a hostile take over to 
absorb RMWD. 
 
FPUD has mismanaged their assets and as a result is debt ridden. FPUD attempts to acquire 
more assets to enable poor 
fiscal management and borrowing is unsatisfactory. 
 
My community has been well served by RMWD. We want to maintain our current 
management with regard to RMWD. 
 
I want you to personally know that if this take over happens I will vote from here to 
millinium to ensure that those that allow this 
to take place are removed from government ASAP..............either by popular vote or through 
any process that allows our elected officials to fire them for cause. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Dev Colin 
6821 via de la Reina 
Bonsall, CA 92003  
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From: Barbara Bouzan <islamar7@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 02, 2014 10:33 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Rainbow Water District

I am opposed to the takeover of Rainbow by FPUD.  We do not need their bad management style of 
over  spending to bring Rainbow down to their level of management. 

Barbara Bouzan 
3828 Wendi Court 
Fallbrook, CA 92028 
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From: Barbara Turnbough <sambob1949@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 02, 2014 10:04 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Rainbow Municipal Water District

Dear Mike, 

We, domestic users of water from RMWD, would like to express our concern over the FPUD merge.  We are 
very happy with RMWD and would like to see it continue as an entity without FPUD's take-over.   

Our directors are doing a good job and finances are okay.  Why should we be responsible for FPUD's poor 
management in the financial department? 

Please leave RMWD as it now stands. 

Thank you, 
    
     Barbara and Sam Turnbough 
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From: conkey@roadrunner.com
Sent: Saturday, August 02, 2014 9:37 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: FPUD hostile takeover of Rainbow Municipal Water District

Mike: 
 
As a ratepayer in the Rainbow Municipal Water District, I vehemently oppose a takeover of our water district by FPUD.  I 
would appreciate an unbiased overview of this situation by you and LAFCO. 
 
 
Bruce H Conkey 
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From: Jill Hardy <pjhardys@msn.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 02, 2014 9:13 AM
To: Ott, Mike
Subject: Hostile takeover

We do not want FPUD taking over our water district. RMWD does a fine job. FPUD should leave our district alone.  
 
Jill Hardy 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 




