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APPROVED MINUTES 

SAN DIEGO LAFCO 
October 4, 2021 REGULAR MEETING 

 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER | ROLL CALL 
 
The regular meeting was called to order at 9:03 a.m. by Acting Chair MacKenzie in the County 
of San Diego Administration Center, 1600 Pacific Highway, Room 302, San Diego and via 
videoconference.  
 
The Executive Officer Keene Simonds noted past Chair Jo MacKenzie will serve as the Acting 
Chair in the absence of Chair Andy Vanderlaan and Vice Chair Jim Desmond.   
 
The Commission Clerk performed the roll call with the following attendance recorded.  

 
Regulars Present:  Chris Cate, City of San Diego  

Jo MacKenzie, Vista Irrigation District  
Paul McNamara, City of Escondido* 
Mary Casillas Salas, City of Chula Vista  
Barry Willis, Alpine Fire Protection District 
Nora Vargas, County of San Diego 
 

Alternates Present: Joel Anderson, County of San Diego (Voting) * 
Kristi Becker, City of Solana Beach * 
Harry Mathis, Public (Voting) * 

  
Members Absent:  Jim Desmond, County of San Diego (VICE CHAIR) 
    David A. Drake, Rincon del Diablo (alternate) 

Andy Vanderlaan, Public (CHAIR)  
Marni von Wilpert, City of San Diego (alternate) 

 
The Commission Clerk confirmed a virtual/hybrid quorum was present with eight voting 
members with Alternate Commissioners Joel Anderson and Harry Mathis voting.  Also present 
at the virtual/hybrid dais were Executive Officer Keene Simonds, Commission Counsel Holly O. 
Whatley, Local Government Analyst I Priscilla Allen, Intern Carolanne Ieromnimon, 
Administrative Assistant Erica Blom, and Tamaron Luckett serving as the Commission Clerk.  
 
* Attending by videoconference  
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
  

Commissioner Cate led meeting attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 
 

3. AGENDA REVIEW AND COMMISSIONER DISCLOSURES  
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Acting Chair MacKenzie asked the Executive Officer if there were requests to remove or 
rearrange items on the agenda as presented.  The Executive Officer stated agenda items 8c and 
8d and closed session agenda items 11a and 11b will be pulled until the next meeting. The 
Executive Officer also noted the meeting was being live streamed and instructions for the 
public to participate in real-time were provided on the agenda. 
 
There were no disclosures by the Commission.  
 

4. PRIORITY ITEMS BY COMMISSION COUNSEL  
 
Item 4a 
Authorizing Remote/Hybrid Meetings  
Item presented to consider a resolution making findings in accordance with AB 361 authorizing 
LAFCO to conduct all meetings through a combination of in-person and remote participation 
or entirely by remote as circumstances warrant.  Recommendation to approve.   

 
Commission Counsel Holly Whatley provided a brief report.  
 
Acting Chair MacKenzie invited Commissioner comments or questions.  None  
 
Acting Chair MacKenzie proceed to invite comments from the public.   None  
 
** 
 
Commissioner Vargas motioned with a second from Commissioner Salas to approve the 
consent calendar and staff recommendations.  Roll call requested:  

 
AYES: Anderson (voting), Cate, MacKenzie, Mathis (voting), McNamara, Salas, 

Vargas and Willis 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT:    Desmond, Drake, Vanderlaan and von Wilpert 
ABSTAINING:  None 
 
The Commission Clerk confirms the motion was approved 8-0. 
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Acting Chair MacKenzie invited anyone from the public to address the Commission on a matter 
not directly related to an agenda item.   No comments from the chambers.  The Commission 
Clerk confirmed no members of the public had pre-registered to address the Commission.  The 
Administrative Assistant also confirmed there were no live e-mail comments.   

 
 
 
 
 



San Diego LAFCO 
Approved Minutes | October 4, 2021 
 

3 | Page 
 

6. CONSENT ITEMS 
 

Item 6a 
Approval of Meeting Minutes for August 2, 2021  
Item presented to approve draft action minutes prepared for the Commission’s August 2, 2021 
regular meeting.   Recommendation to approve.  
 
Item 6b 
Commission Ratification | Recorded Payment for July and August 2021 
Item presented to ratify recorded payments made and received by the Executive Officer for 
the months of July and August 2021.   Recommendation to ratify.  
 
Item 6c 
Ratification of an Administrative Approval |  
“Bear Valley Parkway Outside-of-Agency Service Agreement” – City of Escondido (OAS21-07) 
Item presented to consider an administrative approval by the Executive Officer of an outside-
of-agency wastewater service agreement involving the City of Escondido.  The authorization 
allows Escondido to provide wastewater service to an unincorporated single-family parcel at 
450 Bear Valley Road.  Recommendation to ratify.  
 
Item 6d 
Proposed Budget Amendments 
Item presented to consider proposed amendments to cover unbudgeted expenses associated 
with the recent relocation of the LAFCO office.  The proposed amendments involve the 
internal transfer of $0.055 million out of the Salaries and Benefits Unit into the Services and 
Supplies Unit.  The proposed amendments will not alter or change the adopted budget 
expense of $1.941 million.  Recommendation to approve.   
 
Item 6e 
Current Proposals and Related Activities 
Item presented to receive a report identifying active proposals on file as well as a summary of 
pending proposal submittals.  Information only.  

 
Acting Chair MacKenzie asked if the Commissioners would like to pull any consent items for 
discussion.   There were no requests from Commissioners.   
 
 ** 
Commissioner Willis motioned with a second from Commissioner Salas to approve the consent 
calendar and staff recommendations as presented.  Roll call requested:  

 
AYES: Anderson (voting), Cate, MacKenzie, Mathis (voting), McNamara, Salas, 

Vargas and Willis 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT:    Desmond, Drake, Vanderlaan, and von Wilpert 
ABSTAINING:  None 
 
The Commission Clerk confirms the motion was approved 8-0. 
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7. PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 
 

Item 7a 
Final Report and Related Actions | Municipal Service Review on the Ramona Region 
Item presented to receive the final report prepared as part of the scheduled municipal service 
review on the Ramona region.  This report includes limited revisions from its initial draft 
presentation in August in its baseline task to independently evaluate public services in the 
region with specific attention on the Ramona Municipal Water District.   The report is 
presented for the Commission to formally accept along with adopting an accompanying 
resolution making specified determinations as required under statute.  
 
Executive Officer Simonds provided brief opening comments with Analyst Priscilla Allen 
providing a formal presentation on the final report – including addressing key conclusions and 
recommendations.  Ms. Allen also addressed supplemental correspondence received on the 
item after the agenda was posted and noted for the record all of the following persons’ 
written comments will be added to the record:  
 

- Barbara Green, Resident 
- Pete Reinagel, Resident  
-  Meghan Bernd, Resident 
- Joseph Marshall, Resident 
-  Susan Porter, Resident 
-  Ramona Green, Resident 
-  John Mehren, Resident 
-  Brad McIssac, Resident 
- George Eastwood, Resident  
 

Acting Chair MacKenzie invited Commissioner comments or questions.  
 
Commission discussion followed. 
 
Commissioner Willis asked were the emergency medical services addressed in the report.  Ms. 
Allen stated the information has been provided in the report.  
 
Acting Chair MacKenzie proceeded to open the public hearing and invited comments by pre-
registered attendees and live e-mail.    Comments were received from the following persons:  
 

- Craig Schmollinger Interim with Ramona MWD  
- Robin Maxon Chair with Ramona Community Planning Group 
- Chris Brown Representative for the “Cumming Ranch” project 

 
The Administrative Assistant confirmed there were no live e-mail comments.   
  
Acting Chair MacKenzie proceeded to close the public hearing. 
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PUBLIC HEARING ITEM CONTINUED… 
 
Item 7a continued 
 
Commissioner Willis motioned to approve the staff recommendation as provided in the 
agenda report with a second from Commissioner Salas.   Roll call requested:  

 
AYES: Anderson (voting), Cate, MacKenzie, Mathis (voting), McNamara, Salas, 

Vargas, and Willis 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT:    Desmond, Drake, Vanderlaan, and von Wilpert 
ABSTAINING:  None 
 
The Commission Clerk confirms the motion was approved 8-0. 

 
8. BUSINESS ITEMS  

 
Item 8a 
First Quarter Update on the Adopted Workplan &  
Related Referral on Public Inquiry to Establish Policies for Fire Prone Areas  
Item presented to receive a quarterly update on the adopted workplan for 2021-2022 for 
discussion and feedback only.  This update also addresses a referral from the Commission on 
a public inquiry from the August 2021 meeting related to establishing a policy in discharging 
LAFCO’s regulatory and planning duties within fire prone areas in San Diego County 
 
Executive Officer Keene Simonds provided the staff presentation. 
 
Acting Chair MacKenzie invited comments from the public.   No comments from the chambers.  
 
The Commission Clerk confirmed there were no pre-registered comments to address the 
Commission.  The Administrative Assistant also confirmed there were no live e-comments.  
 
Acting Chair Mackenzie invited initial Commission comments or questions.   

 
Commission discussion followed. 
 
Item 8b  
Informational Report | Senate Bill 9 and the California HOME Act  
Item presented to receive an informational report on the recent passage of Senate Bill 9 and 
the central provisions as the “California Housing Opportunity and More Efficiency Act”.  This 
legislation establishes new ministerial housing allowances in California geared towards 
expanding supply and headlined by allowing certain single-family homes to convert into 
duplexes up to four units.  Information only.  
 
Intern Carolanne Ieromnimon provided the staff presentation. 
 
Acting Chair MacKenzie invited initial Commission comments or questions.   
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BUSINESS ITEMS CONTINUED… 
 

Item 8b continued 
 

Commission discussion followed.  
 

Item 8c 
Designation of Labor Negotiators | Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Item 8c was pulled by the Commission and will be presented at the next meeting.  
 
Item 8d 
Proposed Amendment to Employment Agreement for Executive Officer Keene Simonds 
Item 8d was pulled by the Commission and will be presented at the next meeting.  
 
** 

 
9. EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORT 
 

- Introduced new consultant Stephen Abbott.  Mr. Abbott will be working on the fire 
information related to municipal service reviews and proposals.     
 

- Announced the Fallbrook PUD-Rainbow MWD Ad Hoc committee will be meeting at 1:30 
pm and the committee will receive a draft preliminary report from Consultant Dr. 
Hanemann addressing the rate impact of the other agencies and potential exit fees.  
 

10. COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS | REQUESTS FOR FUTURE ITEMS 
 
None  

 
11. CLOSED SESSION 

 
Item 11a  
Public Employee Performance Evaluation  
Pursuant to California Government Code § (54957(b) 
Employee: Keene Simonds, Executive Officer  
 
The item was pulled by the Commission until the next meeting. 
 
Item 11b 
Conference with Labor Negotiators 
Pursuant to California Government Code Section 54957.6 
Agency designated representatives: Individuals Designated Per Agenda Item 8d above. 
 
The item was pulled by the Commission until the next meeting.   
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12. ADJOURNMENT TO NEXT MEETING  
 
With no further business the Acting Chair adjourned the hybrid/videoconference meeting at 
10:03 a.m.  
 
** 

 
I hereby attest the minutes above accurately reflect the deliberations of the Commission at its 
October 4, 2021 hybrid/videoconference meeting.  

 
ATTEST, 

 
Tamaron R. Luckett 
Commission Clerk  
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