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RESOLUTION NO._______  

 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION 

 
MAKING DETERMINATIONS, APPROVING, AND ORDERING A CHANGE OF ORGANIZATION  

 
“CUMMING RANCH CHANGE OF ORGANIZATION” 

 EXPANSION OF RAMONG MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT’S 
ACTIVATED WASTEWATER SERVICE AREA & RELATED SPHERE OF INFLUENCE ACTION 

LAFCO FILE NO. CO22-16 
 

WHEREAS, on December 8, 2022, the Ramona Municipal Water District (MWD) filed a 
resolution of application to initiate proceedings with the San Diego County Local Agency 
Formation Commission, hereinafter referred to as “Commission,” pursuant to the Cortese-
Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000; and 

 
WHEREAS, the application seeks approval of a change of organization to expand Ramona 

MWD’s activated wastewater service area by approximately 683 acres of unincorporated 
territory within the County of San Diego; and 

 
WHEREAS, the affected territory as proposed comprises one contiguous area consisting 

of eight parcels identified by the County of San Diego Assessor’s Office as 282-010-30; 282-010-
43; 283-011-06; 283-021-01; 283-021-02; 283-041-25; 283-041-26; and 283-051-01.   

 
WHEREAS, the Commission has confirmed an applicable master property tax transfer 

agreement applies to the proposed change of organization dated December 14, 1982; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Commission’s Executive Officer has reviewed the proposed change of 

organization and prepared a report with recommendations; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Executive Officer’s report and recommendations on the proposal have 
been presented to the Commission in the manner provided by law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission heard and fully considered all the evidence presented at a 
noticed public meeting on the proposal on May 1, 2023; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission considered all the factors required by law under Government 
Code Sections 56425 and 56668 and adopted local policies and procedures. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COMMISSION DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, DETERMINE, AND ORDER 
as follows: 
 

1. The public meeting was held on the date set therefore, and due notice of said meeting 
was given in the manner required by law. 
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2. At the public meeting, the Commission considered the Executive Officer’s report.  
 

3. The Commission is responsible under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
in considering the two distinct “projects” associated with the proposed change of 
organization and as detailed in the Executive Officer’s report: (a) the change of 
organization and (b) the related conforming sphere of influence action.  The 
Commission’s findings follow. 

• San Diego LAFCO serves as lead agency under CEQA for the conforming 
amendment to Ramona MWD’s secondary sphere of influence specific to 
wastewater services to accommodate the proposed change of organization. It is 
recommended the Commission find this action is a project under CEQA but exempt 
from further review under State Guidelines 15061(b)(3). This exemption 
appropriately applies given it can be seen with certainty that spheres are planning 
policies and any associated actions (establishment, update, or amendment) in and 
of itself does not change the environment or authorize any new uses or services. 
 

• The County of San Diego serves as lead agency under CEQA for considering the 
change of organization and the expansion of Ramona MWD’s activated wastewater 
service area as part of its discretion to approve the underlying development project.  
In this role as lead agency, on January 30, 2013, the County certified and adopted a 
Notice of Determination and certified Cumming Ranch Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) and made findings that – and among other items – wastewater service 
by Ramona MWD could be adequately provided.  LAFCO has independently 
reviewed the EIR and concurs and incorporates herein the County’s findings as a 
responsible agency. 
 

4. The Commission CONDITIONALLY APPROVES an amendment to Ramona MWD’s 
secondary sphere of influence specific to its wastewater service area to accommodate 
and otherwise match the change of organization as shown in Exhibit A.   
 
a) Approval of the above-stated sphere of influence amendment is contingent upon the 

approval and related issuance of a Certificate of Completion.  
 

5. The Commission’s written statement of determinations addressing the mandatory 
factors required for consideration any time spheres of influence are adopted, amended, 
or updated under Government Code Section 56425 are addressed in the Executive 
Officer’s written report and incorporated herein.  
 

6. The Commission APPROVES the change of organization without modifications and 
subject to conditions as provided.   Approval involves all of the follow: 
 

a) Expansion of the Ramona MWD’s activated wastewater service area to the 
affected territory is shown in “Exhibit A” and described in “Exhibit B.” 
 
 



7. The Commission CONDITIONS all approvals on the following terms being satisfied by 
May 1, 2024 unless an extension is requested and approved by the Executive Officer: 

 
a) Completion of the 30-day reconsideration period provided under Government 

Code Section 56895. 
 
b) Submittal to the Commission of final map and geographic description of the 

affected territory as approved by the Commission conforming to the 
requirements of the State Board of Equalization – Tax Services Division. 

 
c) Submittal to the Commission of the following payments: 

 
- A check made payable to LAFCO in the amount of $100.00 for the County of 

San Diego-Clerk Recorder to reimburse for filing two CEQA notices consistent 
with the findings in the resolution. 
 

- A check made payable to the State Board of Equalization for processing fees 
in the amount of $2,500.00. 

 
- A check made payable to San Diego to reimburse the public hearing notice 

published in the San Diego Union Tribune. 
 

d) Submittal of confirmation to the Executive Officer from Ramona MWD that all 
respective annexation terms and conditions have been satisfied by the 
landowner. 

 
8. The Commission assigns the proposal the following short-term designation: 

 
“Cumming Ranch Change of Organization”   
 

9. The affected territory as designated by the Commission is uninhabited as defined in 
Government Code Section 56046. 
 

10. The Commission waives conducting authority proceedings under Government Code 
Section 56662. 

 
11. The Ramona MWD is a registered-voter district. 

 
12. The Ramona MWD utilizes the County of San Diego assessment roll. 

 
13. The affected territory will be liable for any existing bonds, contracts, and/or obligations 

of the Ramona MWD as provided under Section 57328. 
  



14. The effective date of the approval a shall be the date of recordation but not before the 
completion of a 30-day reconsideration period and only after all terms have been 
completed as attested by the Executive Officer. 
 

15. As allowed under Government Code Section 56107, the Commission authorizes the 
Executive Officer to make non-substantive corrections to this resolution to address any 
technical defects, errors, irregularities, or omissions.  
 

16. The Executive Officer is hereby authorized and directed to mail copies of this resolution 
as provided in Sections 56880-56882 of the Government Code. 
 

17. The Executive Officer is further authorized and directed to prepare, execute, and record 
a Certificate of Completion, make the required filings with the County Assessor, County 
Auditor, and the State Board of Equalization as required by Section 57200, et seq., of the 
Government Code. 

 
** 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Commission on May 1, 2023, by the following vote: 
 

AYES:  
NOES:   
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  

 
** 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________ 
KEENE SIMONDS  
Executive Officer  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
EXHIBIT A 

MAP OF THE AFFECTED TERRITORY 
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EXHIBIT B 
GEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED TERRITORY  
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