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  LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION 

 EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 
 
 FOR MEETING OF:  MARCH 2, 2015 
 
 

Proposal 

Administrative Approval of a Contractual Service Agreement: City of La Mesa / Von 
Rudgisch-Ballas Living Trust (Ref. No.: OAS 14-14) 
 

Proponent 

Property Owner 
 

Description/Justification 

The property owner has requested approval to enter into a contractual service agreement 
that will allow the City of La Mesa to extend sewer service beyond its boundary and sphere 
of influence to an unincorporated parcel totaling approximately 0.47-acre located at 10033 
Fuerte Drive, La Mesa, CA. 92024 (Assessor Parcel Number 491-670-23) (Thos. Bros. pg. 
1271/D1). The subject parcel is developed with one single-family residence that utilizes an 
existing service connection to the City of La Mesa’s sewer system.  

On October 21, 2013, the City of La Mesa notified the property owners that the residence’s 
sewer service connection to the City’s system was unpermitted. The City has agreed to 
issue a permit for the existing sewer connection contingent on LAFCO approval of a 
contractual service agreement between the City and the property owner. Government Code 
Section 56133 allows LAFCO to approve the City’s request to extend sewer services 
outside of its sphere and incorporated boundary by contract in response to an existing or 
impending threat to public health and safety.  

Abandonment of the existing sewer service connection to the City of La Mesa would 
require the residence to obtain approval for installation of an underground septic system to 
continue to be fit for human habitation. The San Diego County Department of 
Environmental Health (DEH) guidelines for septic systems require specific leach field 
dimensions for residences based on the number of bedrooms. In addition, DEH requires 
properties utilizing septic systems to have adequate reserve area for expansion or repair 
equal to 100% of the leach field size, and up to 300% depending on the percolation rate of 
the soil. 

If the proposed contractual service agreement was not approved and the existing sewer 
connection to the City of La Mesa’s system was abandoned, there is a potential for the 
residence to be unable to acquire subsequent DEH permitting for an appropriate 
replacement septic system due to the parcel’s limited size to accommodate a leach field 
and an appropriate reserve area. Alternately, if a replacement septic system was permitted 
for the property, the lack of available reserve area on the parcel would leave limited options 
for repair if the septic system experienced failure. Therefore, administrative approval for 



the contractual service agreement between the property owner and the City of La Mesa is 
recommended to obtain proper City permitting for the existing sewer service connection 
and to avoid an impending threat to public health and safety.  

In consideration of the health and safety issue, the Executive Officer administratively 
approved a contractual service agreement between the City of La Mesa and the subject 
property owner on February 6, 2015. 

General Plan/Zoning 

County of San Diego General Plan: Valle De Oro Community Plan: Semi-Rural Residential 
(SR-.05; 1 du/0.5 ac)  

County of San Diego zoning: Rural Residential (RR; 1 du/0.5 ac) 

Location 

North of Lemon Avenue; east of SR-125; south of I-8; and west of Avocado Boulevard 
(Thomas Bros. Page 1271/C2). 
 

Executive Officer Recommendation 
 
No Commission action is recommended. This item has been placed on the agenda for 
informational purposes. 
 

Attachment(s) 

Vicinity Map 
City of La Mesa, October 21, 2013 letter 
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